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Dear parents and carers, 

What a fantasƟc year we’ve had! It is lovely at this point in 
the year to see how all of our young people have devel-
oped and are ready for their next stage. I am very lucky to 
aƩend all of the graduaƟons on every site so I get to see 
how the impact of all the staī over the years comes to-
gether to prepare students for these key transiƟons. This 
was also recognised in our Ofsted inspecƟon and we are very proud to have 
maintained our Outstanding judgement at the school and Link College.  

This outcome reŇects the passion, hard work and teamwork that go into mak-
ing our school the safe, inspiring and nurturing place it is today. I am sure you 
will join me in thanking all of our staī. I hope they all have a very well-
deserved, resƞul and hopefully sunny break. We have a number of staī leaving 
to go onto further training or other roles. I wish them well for the future and 
would like to thank them for their commitment to Downs View.  

A big thank you to all parents/carers for your support and importantly to our 
brilliant students who inspire us every day. Good luck to the students that are 
leaving us at the end of term. 

Thank you to the Friends of Downs View for all you have done this year and for 
the fantasƟc fun day that was held recently. Thank you also to the parent/carer 
volunteers who helped make the day such a success.  

Thank you to our Governors for all your support this year. We will be recruiƟng 
for a new parent governor in September, so if you think you might be interest-
ed then watch this space.  

I hope you all have a wonderful summer break, and we look forward to seeing 
our students back on Monday 8th September. We look forward to welcoming 
new starters! 

We will conƟnue striving to provide the best possible educaƟon and opportuni-
Ɵes for all our children and young people, thank you for your ongoing support.  

Best wishes, 
 

Vanessa  

Term Dates 2025/2026 

 

Autumn Term 

8 September—19 December 

Half Term 

27—31 October 

Spring Term 

5 Jan—27 March 

Summer Term  

13 April—22 July 

 

Inset Days 

3,4,5 September  

23 February 

5 May 
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Hello, 

I hope you have been enjoying the sunshine. It has been lovely to 
see the children having fun and learning in and out of the class-
rooms. We were so proud to show OFSTED at our recent inspecƟon 
why our school is an amazing learning environment and how the 
children make progress across all areas.  
 

This term students conƟnue to enjoy engaging with a range of fun learning opportuniƟes focussed on the 
topic of Changing Climates for our secondary students and Dinosaurs for our primary cohort.  
 

SporƟng acƟviƟes conƟnue with ongoing tennis, football tournaments, swimming (now the pool is back 
in acƟon), some secondary classes aƩended the parallel youth games and this week some of our younger 
students are learning to ride balance bikes. The children’s physical skills were showcased in our summer 
event Sports Day, there was an amazing turnout of friends and families. It has been great to see such a 
range of class engagement events that you have been invited to, from class celebraƟon parƟes, planƟng, 
picnics, making bird feeders, drama games and class assemblies. 
 

Thank you to the Friends of Downs View who organised the recent summer party, the tombola, raŋe 
and bouncy castle were all big hits! 
 

For those of you who have children that in the future may consider employment, please check out the 
presentaƟon from our recent ‘Life beyond school’ assembly that is now on our website, under recent 
leƩers/newsleƩers. At the assembly we had a range of speakers including representaƟves from Brighton 
Met, Northbrook College, Plumpton, SuƩon and District College.  
 

This week it is Ɵme to say farewell to some of our older students who are leaving Downs View School. 
Our Year 10s as they move onto Downs View Link College, and our Year 11s who move on to other local 
colleges, we wish them all the best in the next stage of their educaƟon and preparaƟon for adulthood. 
The leavers assembly will be on the 16th July at 10am for parents, carers and friends of our leavers.  
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We are also saying goodbye to the following staī - teachers AnƟgone, Rachel, who starts her maternity 
leave, and Chloe, who will be with us for a few weeks next term but then also starts maternity leave, we 
wish them and their families all the best for the future. We also say goodbye and thank you to the follow-
ing Tas; Rosalie, Courtney, Amy, Maddy, Diane, Ella and Ian, and to our 3 psychology students Frankie, 
Kirsty and Rosie who have been on placement with us this year - all the best for  your future careers. Fi-
nally, we want to congratulate our 2 teacher apprenƟces Lisa who in September will be the new teacher 
in Squirrels and Faye will be leaving Downs View for her new school.   
 

As well as saying goodbye to students it is also the Ɵme that we welcome our new cohort. It was great to 
meet some of new younger students who recently came in for a stay and play and really enjoyed playing 
in Foxes and Cubs classroom and meeƟng their new teachers. 
 

So enjoy the last few days of school and have a happy and safe summer holiday. 
 

See you all in September, 

Jackie and Sarah  

 

 

A huge thank you to Produlic for donaƟng a trike for OƩer’s class—it is very well loved and used by most 
of the children everyday! 

 

https://www.proludic.co.uk/
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Bikeability—some of our students enjoyed taking part in Bikeability sessions this term: they learnt how 
to use a bike safely with a helmet and how to use the brake. A huge thank you to Terry at Bikeability, 
who enjoyed working with our young people and team so much that he donated 3 balance bikes to the 
school! 
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Also a big thank you to our tennis coach Sam who has really enjoyed working here and has found charity 
funding to conƟnue coaching our students next year. 

3JE playing football at the Albion in the Community football event this term wearing the new school foot-
ball kit.  
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Hi everyone, 
 

We have had a fantasƟc summer term at DVLC and are now looking forward to 
the summer holiday. There have been lots of fun acƟviƟes happening over the last 
few weeks which everyone has enjoyed. It was the last Fab Cafe of the college year 
on Tuesday 15th July, thanks to all who contribute to the cafe and to parents and 
carers who come to support. 
 

Last week, we had a sports aŌernoon on the Įeld in the sunshine. Students from both DVLC and DVLSC 
joined in and the acƟviƟes were run by our Y 14 Sports Leaders. The parachute and penalty shoot-out 
were parƟcularly popular. 
 

In assembly last week, we said a big well done and thank you to the DVLC Student Council who have 
done a great job represenƟng their classes and the college at our meeƟngs throughout the year. 
 

We really enjoyed our Leavers Assembly and Prom on Friday 18th July. 
 

A big well done to all the students at DVLC for their achievements this year and wishing our Y14 leavers 
lots of luck for the future. 
 

Thanks to all the staī at DVLC for their conƟnued hard work 
and support for the students.  
 

Wishing everyone a fantasƟc summer. 
 

Best wishes, 

Juliet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 14 expediƟon 
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Year 13  
 

Year 13 have been taking part in an arts/theatre project in 
collaboraƟon with Theatre Royal Brighton. 
 

We took part in three separate visits to the theatre where 
we had a backstage/onstage tour to inspire their art work 
for the exhibiƟon. 
 

The group were introduced to members of staī from diīer-
ent departments (Box Oĸce, Usher, Tech, Maintenance etc). 
The students then made their own shadow puppets based 
on animals of Brighton. 
 

The students also made mini theatres with stage set of their 
favourite things which included: cafes, parks, discos, Ňying 
and much more… 

 

The event culminated with a Įnal show/exhibiƟon where 
families joined us to enjoy the work that the students had 
created, then on stage for refreshments and for the stu-
dents to share all of their learning.  
 

Theatre Royal Brighton will be exhibiƟng our work during 
their week long Collyfest running Mon 14 - Sat 17 July in the 
foyer - so pop along to see our work if you are passing! 
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Year 14 

The Year 14s successfully completed their expediƟon along the Downs Link trail with an overnight camp. 
They used special photo maps to navigate the route. 
 

 

 

 

 

On the last Friday of term Link College had their Year 14 
leavers graduaƟon ceremony in the morning, followed by 
the Prom in the evening. It was a great day of celebraƟons 
for the achievements of all the Year 14 leavers. 
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Dear learners, parents and carers,  

I can't believe we are nearly at the end of the college year! 

This term learners have regularly accessed outdoor learning and engaged with the 
broader community. One of the highlights has been the monthly Community Garden 
events and our Įrst anniversary party where we had the drumming band UniĮed 
Rhythm performing. We also welcomed the new learners for September 2025 to our 
successful Open House and annual "Welcoming Breakfast" in the garden. Other col-
lege events were the visit of the Įre crew and engine, Arts week with visits from various local arƟsts and 
our new Nando's workshop.   
 

Some of the new learners started weekly work experience in the community garden and others are learn-
ing to enhance their safety skills on bikes. Room 6 have used the community garden to explore the sens-
es through sensory stories such as the role of bees, care for nature and sustainability. 
 

I am very excited and proud to announce that we have started a new work experience at Nandos. Our 
Įrst learner is about to complete a successful work placement and it was lovely to hear some of the posi-
Ɵve feedback. Learners in their second year have explored a wide range of work related events that have 
helped them develop their interests and skills for the future. 
 

Our leavers have been busy exploring their future pathways with the support of the team, job coach and 
other external professionals. They have been working on their vocaƟonal proĮles. They have been visited 
Team Domenica, Ambito, Chalk Farm and The Junk Food Project amongst others.  
 

All the team at college have a mix of feelings, we feel very proud and excited but of course sad to be say-
ing goodbye to you. We will be celebraƟng achievements and individuals at the Prom and at the college 
celebraƟon of success event. You will always be welcome to our alumni reunion and to volunteer at our 
Community Garden Events. We look forward to seeing you in the not too distant future. 
 

Thank you to all staī for the work and passion in what they do individually to support learners in what 
has been a fantasƟc year! 

 

Have a lovely summer!  
 

Raul 
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 R4 Learners 
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Community Garden—Anniversary CelebraƟon 
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Dear Parents and Carers 

 

We are approaching the end of another busy and fulfilling year at Downs View, and this marks a period of 
change for the Governing Board as we have said goodbye to some long standing and dedicated gover-
nors; Ro St John and Eddie Murphy and welcomed several new governors to the Board: Arnie Strong, 
Mike Walker, Joe Parvin and finally Gemma Turner.  We are lucky as a board to enjoy the wealth of skills 
and experience from these committed volunteers.   
 

The final FGB meeting of this school year was held on 14 July where Vanessa was able to confirm to gov-
ernors that Downs View has maintained its outstanding judgement from the recent Ofsted inspection.  
Governors are very pleased and proud of this outcome and would like to thank Vanessa and her excellent 
staff for all their hard work, not just during the inspection, but over this past school year. Well done!  

 

Governor Visits 

At Downs View we work as a team with collective responsibilities as well as some individual link roles. 
One of these link roles relates to safeguarding which is currently undertaken by Jacqui Shepherd. In this 
context Jacqui visited the school site earlier this year and the Link College in July.  She had the opportuni-
ty to observe and assess safeguarding measures in place across both sites.   
 

At the school she observed the arrival of pupils into school in the morning and arrangements for getting 
them safely from transport into classrooms. She met with Deputy Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) to review 
and finalise the safeguarding audit and did a learning walk to observe safeguarding in practice. 
 

At the Link College, there was also a learning walk to all classrooms to see the college in action and ob-
serve safeguarding practices. Jacqui was impressed by the excellent systems in place with all DSLs working 
well together and she noted that most staff were wearing their lanyards and clear posters are up around 
college to explain to students who their trusted adults are and who to go to. 
 

Best wishes for an enjoyable summer break to all of you! 
 

Meet New Governor Mike Waller 
Mike has been teaching for 15 years across private and maintained schools. His last 
role (Deputy Head, Academic in a private school) involved overseeing the academic 
side of school with a focus on the SEN dept. This involved supporting pupils with in-
tegration in the classroom and ways to support the teachers with planning a wide 
variety of tasks to engage the pupils. Prior to teaching he worked in small business 
management; he had his own coffee franchise, started an arts social enterprise and 
ran a community conference centre.  
 

Being able to use his varied business knowledge and career experience, as a gover-
nor, for the betterment of the Downs View Community is important to him and he looks forward to being 
able to play a small part in the steering of the ship! 

 

Outside of college, he and his wife have 2 young daughters and a cockapoo who keep them busy. They 
very much enjoy exploring the sea front and all that the city has to offer. Personally, he loves to keep as 
active as possible and so cycles to work and runs as often as he can, around family and work commit-
ments. 



 

Summer Fun Day 
 

It was great to see so many DV families at the Summer Fun Day. 
Thank you to all those who came along and supported the event. 
The weather wasn’t as kind as the forecast predicted, but every-
one enjoyed the aŌernoon anyway. The bouncy castle was a hit as 
always! The cake stall, raŋe and tombola did very well too.  
 

A big thank you to those parent/carers and staī who helped with 
set up, running the stalls and pack down aŌerwards, plus securing 
extra raŋe and tombola prizes from local businesses. 
 

Ex student DJ Owen did an amazing job of keeping the music go-
ing all aŌernoon.  
 

And not forgeƫng the Ɵme and energy put into planning the 
whole event by the Friends commiƩee. A massive thank you to them.  
 

DonaƟon Received 
 

Some great news to share with you that we have been awarded £1,250 by Waitrose Community 
MaƩers. As part of their charitable giving programme, funds are giŌed to organisaƟons supporƟng young 
people and the work The Friends do for Downs View matched their criteria. This will be hugely beneĮcial 
as we turn our aƩenƟon to raising money for the refurbishment of the soŌ play room at the school.  
 

Bungee Jump! 
 

A DV parent is planning to do a bungee 
jump to raise funds for The Friends. Now 
that’s dedicaƟon to the cause! Hopefully 
there will be more informaƟon on this 
very soon and how you can donate to 
support this amazing/terrifying fundrais-
er! 
 

For now though, on behalf of The 
Friends, happy holidays and see you in 
September for more fundraising.  
 

Lisa Burgess, Chair of FODV.  
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